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Yeshiva nears opening gate

Orthodox girls' high school planned for 2007-2008
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An Orthodox girls' high school will begin classes in the Valley for the 2007-2008
academic term, officials of the planned school told Jewish News.

Shearim Torah High School for Girls answers the needs of a growing Orthodox
community, said Dr. Jeffrey Becker, a Scottsdale neurologist who is the chairman of the

MAGAZINE school's board.
Subscribe to "For the past six or seven years, the community has needed and continues to need both
Jewish News girls' and boys' yeshiva high schools, and it just came to a point in time when we said,

"m

'Now's the time,"" said Becker, whose daughter will be a member of the school's

inaugural class.
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Generally speaking, "yeshiva" means an institution that teaches secular and Judaic
studies and is most commonly associated with Orthodox Judaism.

The timing is partly based on having a large enough nucleus of girl students to start the
school, which will have a ninth grade only in its first academic year and add a class each

Loaking for qualified bayers? year until it has the full complement of ninth- through 12th-grade classes, he added.
Advertise on "There were a number of parents interested in this project" who previously would have
= ishaz had to send their high-school daughters to study at an out-of-town yeshiva high school,
kb L said Rabbi Raphael Landesman, dean of the school. "They felt the time is right to keep

their girls at home."
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Landesman, who is a member of the Phoenix Community Kollel, said, "The Kollel is
‘FEATURES very supportive,” but that the school is not a Kollel project.
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explained, as in the "gates of understanding."
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The school's name, "Shearim," is the Hebrew word for "gate" or "doorway," Landesman

‘COMMUNITY The school will begin with a budget of about $200,000, Becker said, and will raise funds
. . to create a permanent endowment "to perpetuate the school" as soon as possible.

Yeshiva nears opening

gate Meetings to form the school began about six months ago, Becker said, and organizers

‘PRO FILE ‘ have firm commitments from families of four eighth-graders currently attending

Comi Phoenix Hebrew Academy and The King David School.
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The board's plans for the school include excellent secular and Judaic studies, Becker
said.

The school's general studies proposal calls for two levels of algebra, as well as geometry
and trigonometry; biology, chemistry and physics; reading and English; history and
sociology; and computer and technological training.
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The Judaic studies proposal calls for studies in Tanakh texts including Joshua and
Judges, Jewish law, commentaries on the Chumash, advanced Jewish thought including
sections of the Talmud, and Hebrew.

In addition, the school's character-development goals are to "instill a deep and
comprehensive understanding of the proper attributes and conduct of a Torah-inspired
lifestyle."

The board plans to lease facilities for the school and is debating between two potential
sites, one in central Phoenix and another in Scottsdale, Becker said.

"The plans are to also have a boys' high school," he said, "but we want to get the girls'
school up and running" first and launch the boys school in a few years.

The proposal that Landesman prepared for prospective parents and students also
addresses admission to the school. An interested student and her family must submit an
application and a fee of $75. A personal interview with the dean is required as well.

To be admitted, "the student must have successfully completed the work for prior grade
levels and show the ability and potential to handle our dual program."

The school also promises tuition assistance to students with demonstrated need.

In addition to Becker, initial members of the school's executive board are Aileen Becker,
David and Gaby Friedman, Rabbi Zvi Holland, Dr. Steven Kanner, Larry Zier and Debbie
Zilcha.

Besides Landesman, the school's educational administration tentatively includes Rabbi
Shlomie Gelber, Cindy Landesman and Risa Brumer as Judaic staff.

Call Landesman at 602-433-0300.
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