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Celebrating Jewish study

BETH SHAPIRO

Staff Writer
E-MAIL

Hundreds of Valley Jews will participate in the [
Phoenix Community Kollel's third annual Jewish
Unity Live 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 28, at the
Scottsdale Center for the Performing Arts as they come together to celebrate a year of
Torah and Jewish text study. Jewish Unity Live (JUL) was launched in 2005 as a
national campaign to encourage commitment to Jewish learning.

Related Stories ]

[Kollel honors four ]

"There are many things that divide the Jewish people," said Rabbi Zvi Holland, dean of
the Phoenix Community Kollel. "The greatest moment of unity in Jewish history is
when we accepted the Torah at Sinai. Today, we may not pray together, but we can study
together."

According to jewishunitylive.com, Phoenix is one of 12 communities in the United States
and Canada that will be holding Jewish Unity Live celebrations in 2007, during which an
estimated 10,000 Jews will celebrate the completion of a Jewish text. The other sites
include Atlanta; Chicago; Dallas; Lakewood, N.J.; Long Island, N.Y.; Los Angeles;
Ottawa; Providence, R.1.; Seattle; St. Louis; and West Palm Beach, Fla.

Holland says the goal of JUL is to open the world of Jewish text study to all Jews. "We
have participants from every walk of Jewish life - from unaffiliated to people who
haven't belonged to a synagogue since their bar mitzvah to people who visit one
regularly.”

To participate, one simply contacts the Phoenix kollel to indicate an interest. There are
no requirements or fees to join. Holland says a person may choose to study anything
whether it's the weekly Torah parsha, Maimonides or attending a Jewish study class. He
hopes that all the people who sign on will become active students either on their own or
by taking part in the dozens of weekly group and individual learning opportunities
offered by the kollel.

"One of the things we're proud of is taking people who couldn't read Hebrew to being
able to study Talmud."

The theme of this year's Phoenix JUL is "Stories of our Lives," chaired by Mitzi
Friedman. Holland describes an evening of storytelling by six or seven local people of
different ages and walks of life representing the diversity of the Jewish people.
Hollywood producer Daniel Kaufman, known for his visual and digital effects in such
films as "We are Marshall" and "Cast Away," will serve as showcase producer. The
evening will feature musical entertainment by The Chevra and Eli Gerstner.

Details
® What: Jewish Unity Live 2007: "Stories of our Lives"
® Who: Phoenix Community Kollel
® When: 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 28
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Now ONLINE
ComMmmMmunrTy Direcrory 2008

INATION |
Founder of Melton
Mini-School dies

Social causes bind
congregations

Feminists urged to push
agunot issue

Klan making comeback,
ADL warns in report

WORLD

Germans ambivalent on
Israel, study finds

ISRAEL |

Aliyah bids by hundreds
of Ethiopians denied

Presidents' group meets
in a scandal-rocked Israel

IOPINION |
|Editorial - Twisted history |

Commentary - Deeper
than charity

Commentary - Why
America closed its doors
to her

In the Mail - Letters to the
Editor

IARTS |
‘ARMDI reprises concert

Survivor leaves the past
behind

IBUSINESS |

Chompies bakery gets
kosher OK

\People on the Move \
IMILESTONES |
[Births |
B'nai Mitzvah \
‘Obituaries ‘
|
|
|
|

[YOUTH

[A tour of charitable giving
TORAH STUDY
‘The beginning and end

SPECIAL SECTION
Good Health

‘Breathing easy ‘

"The grandchildren are
coming!'

\Know the product \

The seven dimensions of
health

http://www jewishaz.com/issues/story.mv?0702 1 6-+study

More Local Jobs
Post Jobs Post Resume
Search Jobs

Ads by Google

Vital - Tel Aviv
Hotel

Business boutique
hotel right in the
heart of Tel Aviv
City

www.vitalhotel.co.il

Find Old
Obituaries
With Powerful
Search Tools &
The Ability To
View, Save, Or
Print!

NewspaperArchive.com/(

Prepared Kosher
Meals

Healthy, Balanced
Meals & Snacks
Delivered To Your

Home
kosherchefsdiet.com

1 rule of a flat
stomach:

Cut down 9 Ibs of
stomach fat every
11 days by
obeying this 1 tiny
rule
FatLoss4ldiots.com

9/5/2008 12:46 AM



